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in America make more than one-half of
America. Can you imagine? The richest
400 families make more than half of
America. So those at the top are doing
just fine.

So let’s be clear. We want an up-or-
down vote on the Reid amendment. We
think it is fair. We think it is just. We
march toward the Republicans. We
didn’t want to give up on revenues, but
we did. We wanted a clean debt ceiling,
not holding it hostage to any machina-
tions. We gave that up. We are willing
to talk. We are willing to work. Sen-
ator REID’s office—I was just in there.
The door is wide open waiting for Re-
publicans to come in and work with us.

So we hoped at this point we would
have an agreement and we could climb
down off this manmade crisis. There is
no crisis. Eighty-nine times we have
raised the debt; no crisis whatsoever. 1
think it is important that we recognize
this is no crisis. We have a challenge to
reduce deficits and debt. We did it with
Bill Clinton, we balanced the budget,
we created surpluses. We know how to
do it. We will work with you and do it.
But we don’t need a manmade crisis to
pull this entire economy down, to
lower the full faith and credit of the
United States.

Imagine holding the full faith and
credit of the United States hostage
until you get every single thing you
want. That is not compromise. That is
absolutely irresponsible.

Mr. President, I want to thank you
for your leadership in pointing out
what is happening on the Senate floor;
that there is a filibuster to stop us
from voting on the Reid amendment
and that we are not going to give up. If,
in fact, they decide they want to con-
tinue to debate the Reid amendment
and they don’t give us 60 votes to go to
a vote on the Reid amendment, we are
going to keep going because the Reid
amendment is a fair amendment. It
was pulled from both sides of the aisle.
It will get us out of this mess that we
are in and get us concentrating on the
long-term challenges we face: job cre-
ation, deficits, and debt reduction.

I yield the floor, and I note the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LEVIN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, first of all,
I appreciate everyone’s patience. It is
one of the most difficult times we find
in the history of our country. There are
negotiations going on at the White
House now on a solution that will avert
the catastrophic default on the Na-
tion’s debt. There are many elements
to be finalized, and there is still a dis-
tance to go before any arrangement
can be completed, but I believe we
should give everyone as much room as
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possible to do their work. I have spo-
ken to the White House quite a few
times this evening, and they have
asked me to give everyone as much
time as possible to reach an agreement
if one can be reached. For that reason,
we will hold over the vote until tomor-
row to give them more time to talk. In
fact, we will come in at noon and have
the vote at 1 o’clock.

I am glad to see this move toward co-
operation and compromise. I hope it
bears fruit. I am confident that a final
agreement that will adopt the Senate’s
long-term approach, rather than the
short-term bandaid proposed by the
House of Representatives, will move
forward. There can be no short-term
agreement, and I am optimistic there
will be no short-term arrangement
whatsoever.

I am also confident that reasonable
people from both parties should be able
to reach an agreement, and I believe we
should give them time to do so.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the cloture vote on the Reid
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment to S. 627, with amendment No.
589, occur tomorrow, Sunday, July 31,
at 1 p.m.; further, that the mandatory
quorum call under rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

THANKING SENATOR LEVIN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, first of
all—it will just take a moment, I say
to the Presiding Officer—it is not often
that we see the distinguished chairman
of the Armed Services Committee pre-
siding. I am glad to see you here. You
still know how to do it. I would also
say just in passing that the State of
Michigan is so fortunate to have you,
and, frankly, your brother, serving in
Congress.

I know there are lots of things people
want to talk about tonight, but I think
it is worth saying—my friend has heard
me say it before—I was making a deci-
sion whether I would run for the Sen-
ate. I visited the Senator from Michi-
gan in his office. I said: ‘“You know, I
came to Washington and served with
your brother, SANDER LEVIN.”” And you
said—I will never forget, I have re-
minded you of it a few times—‘‘Yes,
he’s my brother but also my best
friend.”” Mr. President, I appreciate
who you are and all you have done for
our country.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:24 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1843. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 489 Army Drive in Barrigada, Guam, as
the ‘“‘John Pangelinan Gerber Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 1975. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 281 East Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena,
California, as the ‘“‘First Lieutenant Oliver
Goodall Post Office Building”’.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1843. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 489 Army Drive in Barrigada, Guam, as
the ‘‘John Pangelinan Gerber Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1975. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 281 East Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena,
California, as the ‘‘First Lieutenant Oliver
Goodall Post Office Building’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-2765. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives;
Fokker Services B.V. Model F.28 Mark 0070
and 0100 Airplanes’ ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket
No. FAA-2010-0220)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 27, 2011;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-2766. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; B/
E Aerospace, Continuous Flow Passenger Ox-
ygen Mask Assembly, Part Numbers 174006—
0O, 174080-0O, 174085-0O, 174095-O, 174097-O, and
174098-0"" ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2011-0139)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 27, 2011; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2767. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives;
Bombardier, Inc. Model CL-600-2A12 (CL-601)
and CL-600-2B16 (CL-601-3A, CL-601-3R, and
CL-604 Variants) Airplanes’ ((RIN2120-AA64)
(Docket No. FAA-2010-1307)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
27, 2011; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2768. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives;
MD Helicopters, Inc. Model MD900 Heli-
copters” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
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